
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth:  “ALIVE” is the name of the current 52-week sermon series, which has been designed to invite 
us into a deeper understanding of the Bible.  “With Jesus” refers to the focus of this quarter of the church 
calendar.  Today’s sermon,  “The Fire of Peace” is the fifteenth  in the series.  You will find the order of 
worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Five Scenes
Scene 1: North Pole Nick-Nacks
Scene 2: Driving Home
Scene 3:  Family Room
Scene 4: Heaven
Scene 5:  The Manger 

                    All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893),
           Please check out the Aldersgate Advent and Christmas Calendar on page 5

Children’s Ministry: A Nativity Tale by Mark Parker
The cast of A NativityTale:
Shop Owner: Lily-Grace Brooks
Clerk: Addy Findley
Dad: Ben Jeter
Momma: Aubrey Jaklewicz
Griffin: Joey Brooks
Mary: Emily Jones
Joseph: Abram Lopez
Wiseman 1: Jonah Whitaker
Wiseman 2: Brennan Stewart
Wiseman 3: Marshall Jones
Shepherd 1: Cora Hack
Shepherd 2: Bailey Milsap
Shepherd 3: Emily James
Boy: David Moss
Sheep: Kelly Drury, Kassy Milsap, Madeleine Moss, Lincoln Noonan, Amber Brown, Julia Sliter
Mice: Gracie Furr & Natalie Furr
Oxen: Takota Redman and Montana Redman, Michael Chandler
Rams: Nicholas Steele, Bryant Dagenhart
Donkeys and horses: Jackson and Carter Kitts, Lahna Hack
Royal Wolfhoud: Casen Weygandt
Angels: Abbie Mansker, Zoe Jeter, Aubrey Palmer, Bethy Findley, Avery Sanders
Stage Hands: Hunter Mansker and Noah Majkoswki
Carolers: Clara Redman, Chandler Majkowski, Landon Hicks, Kyla Weygandt, Jennifer James, Braydon 
Seals, Sam Alexander, Bella Alexander, Cylus Lane

Special thanks to David Wallis and Carey Kitts for their direction of  the play, Bobbie Johnson for her 
wonderful work with our children for this performance, and to Bobbie’s husband, Ron, Tammy Werner, 
and John Moss for their work on the sets.  Special thanks to Alayna Brooks for her gift for making and 
sewing costumes. 



College Ministry:  Thank You!

Youth Ministry: Love to Worship
 I absolutely love worship. Getting to 
combine praising the one who died for me 
with a joyful noise, also known as music, is 
something that puts a smile on my face.
   I have been blessed to be able to share the 
thing I love best with this amazing youth 
group. In the few months that I have been 
here,  the youth have surprised me with their 
eagerness to worship. I absolutely love being 
with this youth group and getting to lead 
worship with them.
  We slowly are building a youth praise band. 
I was a bit slow to get it started, but I now 
have a plan for the next semester. I was 

surprised at the amount of students who can sing or play musical instruments – even more so that they were 
volunteering and coming to me asking me if they could play. It’s so much fun to get to play with them, and 
it will be even more so next semester when there is a bit more order to the structure of the band.
   It may prove to be a little difficult with the space provided, but we will adapt and overcome with how we set 
up the room and making a rotation with band.  I love worship, and I love this youth group, and I can’t wait 
to see what the future holds. — Wyatt Goettch, Associate Director of Youth Ministries

   Thank you all for your generous support for the college ministry 
this semester! As I write this article, I am reflecting upon this 
semester. We hosted two luncheons, a tailgate party, and the adopt-
a-student program. The students at the  Oaks were provided meals 
by Sunday School classes. 
  This last week’s outreach efforts included a brunch and jars filled 
with goodies. I am grateful for support that I have received in all of 
these efforts. Over the next month, I will be taking time to dream, 
envision, plan, and prepare for our ministry this spring semester and 
beyond. I am considering all the ways in which our church already
is ministering to students, examining the needs of students, and acknowledging the areas of our ministry 
in which we need to grow. I also am considering the context of our church’s ministry and dreaming about 
ways in which our college students can grow into deeper connection with Christ, one another, and with our 
church. And hopefully, with these dreams in mind, we can continue to work towards their fulfillment. What 
are your dreams for Aldersgate and the college ministry? I would love to hear about your dreams and share 
with you some of mine. And as always, I covet your prayers for our college ministry as we prepare to begin 
a new semester of raising up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus. — Kyle Watson



  In Worship
Sunday,  December 14, 2014 •  10:05 a.m.  Combined Worship Service

Prelude : “Angels We Have Heard” by Rex Koury                   Van Hayes

Welcome and Greeting Time                                                                                                                              Steve Brooks

Call to Worship: #211 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”                                    Amy Wilson Feltz

Advent Wreath: Candle of Peace                      Seth and Michelle Platt and Family

Hymn: #234 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Statement of Faith:  #881  “Apostles’ Creed”

Response:  #70  “Glory Be To The Father”   

Registration and Announcements                     Amy Wilson Feltz     

Prayer and Lord’s Prayer                 Steve Brooks

Offering and Offertory: “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen/We Three Kings”

Doxology: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

Hymns: “Angels We Have Heard”      

 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”

 “What Child Is This”    

Children’s Program: “A Nativity Tale”  by  Mark Parker

   “Jingle Bells”       “Feliz Navidad”            “Away in a Manger”            “Joy To The World”

Mantra1 and Benediction               Steve Brooks

Postlude: “Angels and Shepherds”  by Patricia Lou Harris                                                              Van Hayes 

1   The mantra comes from Colossians Chapter 1 and from an ancient rabbinical saying. It is a phrase that 
we say together at the end of each service, believing that its truth is transformational. 



Growth Groups: Fake Mustaches and Laser Tag

Aldersgate Advent and Christmas Calendar 
Sunday, December 14: 9:00 am     Sunday School
                  10:05 am     Combined Worship Service 
                       with the Children’s Program
                  11:15 am     All-Church Lunch  followed by Visitations    
                    6:00 pm     Youth Progressive Dinner

Monday, December 15:          11:00 am     Academy Christmas Luncheon

Tuesday, December 16:           11:00 am   Academy Christmas  Luncheon                  

Sunday, December 21:  9:00 am     Traditional Worship Service
                   10:05 am    Sunday School
                                    11:00 am    Contemporary Worship Service
                                        No Evening Activities

Wednesday, December 24:       5:00 pm    Christmas Eve Service
                        Church  Office Closed Until December 29th

Sunday, December 28:   9:00 am    Traditional Worship Service
                         10:05 am    Sunday School
                                     11:00 am    Contemporary Worship Service
                                         No Evening Activities

Monday, December 29:                                Church Office Re-opens

Wednesday, December 31:                          Church Office Closed Until January 5 

  It’s the most wonderful time of the year because Growth 
Groups sign-ups are here! If you are desiring a deeper and 
fuller relationship with God and other people, then Growth 
Groups might be the place for you! I know that it can be kind 
of intimidating joining a group, especially if you have never 
participated in one before.
   I want you to know that these are not stuffy, judgmental, self-
righteous groups. These are groups of people who wear fake 
mustaches (see picture), enjoy an evening without kids by playing 
laser tag, share in  holiday meals, take care of each other’s sick
family members, struggle through difficult times together, serve together, and so much more.  If you are 
interested in joining a Growth Group or just want to learn more, you can reach me at (210) 849-9122 or 
jessica@aldersgateabilene.org. — Jessica Watson



Staff Appreciation:  An Invitation from the SPRC

Dear Friends of Aldersgate,
   Aldersgate United Methodist Church continues in a season of growth, for which we are very thankful.  Leading 
the charge in our weekly worship services and determining numerous ways to support our four mission fields 
areas is our very capable church staff.  In order for business to run smoothly on a daily basis at Aldersgate, the 
staff searches for God’s will and discernment — putting in numerous hours of service each week for this very 
purpose.  Through their facilitation, we, the body of Aldersgate, reap many blessings!  
   Now it’s time to search our hearts and show our love and appreciation for the staff by collecting gifts of 
cash, which will be dispersed to them prior to Christmas.  The Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) 
is collecting these gifts through December 18 and invites individual members, Sunday School classes and 
other groups within the church to consider donating to this cause.  Please direct your gifts designated for 
Staff Christmas Gifts to the church office or any SPRC member. ( Mary Lou Garrett, Brad Hicks, Sally 
Villers, David Feemster, Loretta Carter, John Stearns, Kevin Ripple, and Artie Waller)  Checks should be made 
payable to Aldersgate UMC.  We want to honor all staff members(listed below) in this special way:

 Pastor: Steve Brooks
 Associate Pastor: Amy Wilson Feltz
 Financial Officer: KB Woods
 Director of Children’s Ministries: Alayna Brooks
 Associate Director of Children’s Ministries: MacKenzie Corbett
 Director of Youth Ministries/Comtemporary Worship Leader: Daniel Mathis
 Associate Director of Media Operations: John Bolden
 Three Associate Directors of Youth Ministries:
       Jason Ligon, Wyatt Goettch, Phoebe Head
 Director of College Ministries: Kyle Watson
 Director of Connections: Jessica Watson
 Director of Aldersgate Academy: Carol Rogers
 Director of Music Ministries: David Wallis
 Director of Administration : Carolyn Estes
 Receptionist: Susan Acosta
 Custodial Director: Robert Sandoval (Substituting for Ruben)
 Organist: Van Hayes

 “Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 
poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”  Luke 6:38  The Lord continues 
to bless the ministries of Aldersgate through our staff and we thank you for blessing them with your gifts.    Grace 
and Peace and Merry Christmas! — Mary Lou Garrrett



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Ron Bredemeyer
Emma Gene 
Gore
Clay Meadows
Jean Shoultz
Doris Ogden

Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Delmon Wilson
Lora and Al Langford
Military and Families

Presence                      (12.7.2014)

Budget for 2014 = $754,631.00
Received This Week = $26,873.44
Received Month-to-Date = $26,873.44
Received Year-to-Date = $730,802.25
2014 Faith Promise Pledges = $70,859.00
2014 Faith Promise Contributions = $142,268.42

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

     

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Carolyn Strain
Sara Queen
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Worship Service= 230                      
11:00 a.m. Worship Service=189 

Total Worship Service Attendance=419                                                   
 Sunday school=223

The Oaks =12

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at 1102 N. 
Willis, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., and on 
the fourth Tuesday of the month, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free childcare is 
available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Mackenzie Corbett

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Carolyn Estes

Custodial Services: 

     Ruben SandovalFacebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

Still need a copy of “We Make the Road by Walking?” The church office has 
extra  books available for $17.50 each. “The Blue Parakeet” is in also, only $10.00 
each.   

Mary Gregory
Ann Arthur
Mary Buckner
Alice Shaw
Lou Adams



  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

     In Our Community
             Pastor Amy

                       Sermon Passages                           
Sunday:    Matthew 1: 18-2:15   
Monday:  Micah 5: 2-5a 
Tuesday:  Jeremiah 32: 21-35 
Wednesday: Isaiah 61: 1-11
Thursday:              Psalm 123, Luke 1: 46-55 
Friday:              1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24 
Saturday:  John 1: 1-28 

Chronological Bible Readings
Sunday:  1 Samuel 4-8 
Monday:      1 Samuel 9-12  
Tuesday:  1 Samuel 13-14  
Wednesday:  1 Samuel 15-17  
Thursday:    1 Samuel 18-20;
                     Psalm 11 and 59
Friday:   1 Samuel 21-24     
Saturday:                     Psalm 7; 27; 31; 34;
  and 52   
How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
                                            Psalm 119: 103

The Blue Parakeet
by Scot McKnight 
is the next book 
that we are inviting 
you to read as we go 
through the whole 
Bible in 52 weeks 
here at Aldersgate.  
One reviewer says, 
“In this bold, 
examination of reading the Bible, author 
Scot McKnight proclaims a new ‘Third 
Way,’ one that walks confidently between 
two  extremes.”  The book is an easy read 
that helps us to really think through how 
we read the Bible. You may order a copy 
through the church office for $10.oo. 
Grace and Peace!
 —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

Below you will find a list of sermon related 
passages and a list of passages that will 
take you through the Bible in a year. Please 
consider reading both each day as we 
continue in our ALIVE sermon series.  

One of the blessings we enjoy at Aldersgate is 
the shared experience with our Bowie Friends 
of God’s work in our community. I have the 
privilege of seeing much of this goodness 
firsthand, and I want to share some more of it 

with you in the notes of gratitude below. The first comes from a parent, 
the second from the counselor, Greg Rake.

To the Church Body at Aldersgate:
   My child is a student at Bowie and has been a recipient of your many 
generous gifts for the last two years. It is abundantly clear that your 
congregation cares for this community and is trying to share God’s love. 
May God bless your continued ministries.
                                                                   With Much Love and Appreciation,
                                                                                                                   Cynthia

Dear Aldersgate Family:
  Once again, you have gone above and beyond what anyone could 
anticipate and hope for. The blessings of your service, love and  resources 
make a difference in the lives of our students and then their families. You 
make a difference in the lives of our teachers and staff members, as well. 
There is no way to ever fully express the gratitude and thankfulness for 
each of you who invest yourselves into this ministry. I originally thought 
about listing all that you do for us, but I felt I would leave something or 
someone out due to the many ways you care for us. I want you to know 
that Aldersgate is at the top of my list of things I am thankful for. You 
remind me daily of God’s unconditional love. As a body of believers, you 
never ask for anything in return, and you give freely with all the Lord has 
blessed you. I am reminded in the Scripture where Paul says, “Now these 
three things remain: faith hope and love, but the greatest of these is love.” 
(1 Corinthians 13:13) You have given the greatest gift, and that is your 
love for the children and families of Bowie. May the Lord bless you and 
keep you. The Lord calls His face to shine upon you and be  gracious unto 
you. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all of us at Bowie. We 
look forward to the continued relationship with you and working together 
to meet the ever-growing need of the children and their families.
                                                                                                      In Christ’s love, 
                                                                                                                        Greg

For the blessing of living in community, we say, “Thanks be to God!”


